
ASHTON WEST END PRIMARY ACADEMY 
 

Attendance Policy 
 
 
 
Ashton West End Academy’s Attendance Policy has been developed to ensure best possible 
attendance outcomes for all pupils at the school.  It is also intended to provide clear 
structures for attendance practice and to provide guidance for parents/carers and pupils. 
 
In its Guidance Notes on School Attendance the government expects: 
  

• “Schools and Local Authorities to: 
 

o Promote good attendance and reduce absence, including persistent absence; 
o Ensure every pupil has access to full-time education to which they are 

entitled; 
o To act early to address patterns of absence. 
 

• Parents to perform their legal duty by ensuring their children of compulsory school 
age who are registered at school to attend regularly. 
 

• All pupils to be punctual to their lessons.” 
 

At Ashton West End Primary Academy we will do all that we can to encourage 
parents/carers to ensure that the children in their care achieve maximum possible 
attendance and that any problems that prevent full, punctual attendance are identified and 
acted on promptly.  Any loss of time at school can adversely affect a child’s attainment as all 
pupils benefit from regular school attendance. 
 
We expect that all pupils on roll will: 

• Attend school each day the school is open to pupils as long as they are fit and 
healthy enough to do so 

• Arrive at registration sessions and lessons punctually 

• Attend all the required lessons and engage with the education being provided 

• Arrive at school appropriately prepared for the day 
 
We expect that parents/carers will: 

• Discuss promptly with the Headteacher any problems that might deter their child from 
attending school 

• Provide up to date contact details 

• Ensure regular school attendance and be aware of their legal responsibilities 

• Ensure that the child(ren) in their care arrive at school each day punctually and 
properly prepared for the school day 

• Contact the school before 8.50 am whenever their child(ren) is/are unable to attend 
school, on the first day of their absence and 

• Send a note on the day the child(ren) returns to school detailing the reasons for 
absence 

• Contact the school promptly whenever any problem occurs that may keep the child 
away from school 

• Make written requests in advance for foreseen absences 

• Collect their child promptly at the correct time. 
 



We expect that Academy staff will:  

• Emphasise the importance of good attendance and take positive steps to encourage 
it (awarding of certificates etc) 

• Provide a welcoming atmosphere for children 

• Provide a safe learning environment 

• Provide a sympathetic response to any pupil’s concerns 

• Keep regular and accurate records of attendance for all pupils, at least twice daily 

• Monitor every pupil’s attendance 

• Follow up all unexplained absences to obtain notes giving a reason for the absence 

• Make initial enquiries of parents/carers of pupils who are not attending school 
regularly or punctually, express their concern and clarify the Academy’s and the 
DfE’s expectations with regard to regular and punctual school attendance 

• Refer irregular or concerning patterns of attendance to the Education Welfare 
Service (EWS) 

• Where possible offer practical support to parents/carers and their children to ensure 
full attendance is maintained 

 
Definition of unauthorised absence: 
An absence is classified as unauthorised when a child is away from school without the 
permission of both the school and the parent.  Therefore the absence is unauthorised if a 
child is away from school without good reason, even with the agreement of the parent/carer. 
E.g. a holiday, if a parent/carer allows a child to stay away from school to attend a family 
wedding or to go on a family outing, to obtain a passport. 
 
Definition of authorised absence: 
Only exceptional circumstances warrant an authorised leave of absence. An absence is 
classified as authorised when the Academy is confident that a child has been away from 
school for a legitimate reason and the Academy has received notification from a 
parent/carer.  E.g. if a child is ill and the parent telephones the Academy and sends in a note 
to explain the absence*, exceptional family circumstances such as the bereavement or 
imminent bereavement of a parent or sibling, exceptional cases of religious observance 
where the day must be set aside exclusively for religious observance by the religious body to 
which the parents belong. 
 
*Illness 
The Academy will authorise absences due to illness unless we have genuine cause for 
concern about the veracity of an illness.  If the authenticity of the illness is in doubt we will 
request parents to provide medical evidence to support the illness.  We will record the 
absence as unauthorised if not satisfied of the authenticity of an illness and will inform 
parents/carers of this intention. 
 
Holidays 
Authorised leave will not be granted for holidays.  The Academy holidays are published in 
advance and available on the school’s website and family holidays should be booked during 
the school holidays.   
 
Parents risk their child being removed from the Academy roll and their place being given to 
another child if they take their child out of school to go on holiday. This will be at the 
discretion of the Headteacher.   
 
Should parents/carers take their children out of the Academy during term time then school 
work will not be provided for the period of absence and normal class routines will apply. 
 
 



Parents who choose to take leave of absence which has not been authorised by the 
Headteacher may receive a penalty notice from the Local Education Authority.  Local 
Authorities have a duty to ensure that every child receives a suitable education which 
includes full time education and, under the Education Act 1996, have the right to take legal 
action to enforce a child’s regular attendance at school. Further information is available at 
http://www.thegrid.org.uk/info/welfare/attendance.shtml.  Ashton West End Primary 
Academy will request the LA to prosecute parents who continue to keep their children out of 
school for unacceptable lengths of time. 
 
If a child is absent from school for 10 days and a reasonable explanation has not been 
provided for the absence by the parent/carer, or the school has not been able to make 
contact with the parent/carer, then the child will be reported as a Child Missing from 
Education to the Education Welfare Service who will investigate the absence. 
 
No parents/carers can demand leave of absence for their child(ren) as a right. 
 
Links with other School Policies and Practices 
This policy links with, and should be read in conjunction with a number of other school 
policies, practices and action plans including: 
 

• Child Protection and Safeguarding 

• The Home School Agreement 

• Inclusion 

• Data Protection 

• Admissions 
 
The Academy’s Attendance Policy was reviewed in September 2015 
Formally adopted by Governors......................... 
Suggested date of next review..................................................... 
 
 
 
 


