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29t May 2020
Dear Parents/Carers,
Reopening of Ashton West End Primary on Monday 8" June

Thank you for informing us that your child will be retuning on Monday 8t June. As you are aware, schools
have been asked to reopen for children in Nursery, Reception, Year one and Year six. It is a very
unsettling time for us all but rest assured that we’re going to be doing everything we can to make sure
the school is as safe as it possibly can be to receive eligible children.

Since the announcement, senior leaders and governors have been working hard to put a plan in place.
We have received some guidance and clarification from the government and the local authority. This is an
ever-changing situation and we are adapting plans as new information comes to light so we ask parents
to be patient with this complex situation.

We plan to open in a very controlled and sensible manner. This letter will explain how we are going to
achieve this whilst giving you some of the rationale behind the decision making. This is an initial plan and
may change as government guidance is updated. We will notify you through Parentmail and the website
of any changes so please look out for these.

Social Distancing

Government guidance states that:

‘We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be expected
to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. In deciding to bring more children back to early years
and schools, we are taking this into account.’

This means that children will be in ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 with the same adult for most of the day,
where possible. Different staff will take over at lunch time. It is also possible that your child will not be
with their own teacher or in their own classroom or be able to mix with a wider circle of friends. We will
do our best to keep friends together but can’t guarantee this. This has to be done so that ‘bubbles’ of
children do not come into prolonged contact with another ‘bubble’. We have enough space to be able to
separate the ‘bubbles’ so that they have staggered play times and lunch times and can stay in their
‘bubbles’.

Protective measures

The government are recommending increased hygiene measures. The school have responded to this by:



e Asking parents/carers to avoid contact with anyone with symptoms. Your child should not come
to school if they or you are displaying any symptoms

e Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices including the use of tissues and

elbow coughing

Regular cleaning of settings

Minimising contact and mixing of groups.

Washing clothes at the end of each day

Removing soft furnishings and toys that are hard to clean

Regular cleaning of hard surfaces

Avoiding physical contact

Spacing out tables and chairs if possible.

PPE is not recommended for staff, although it is available. The government has said that children must
not wear face masks as it may increase the risk of transmission.

Parents will be expected to support and reinforce all safety measures at home. If someone within a
"bubble’ develops symptoms of coronavirus that ‘bubble’” must self-isolate for fourteen days unless the

test comes back negative and then children can return.

Testing is available for adults and for children from the age of five. This can be organised through ringing
111 or visiting the 111 online service.

Curriculum

Learning will also be different. By the time children come back to school we will have been away for many
weeks. All children will have had very different experiences. Our curriculum will focus on re-establishing
routines and expectations. We will be concentrating on reading and phonic activities for the EYFS and
Year one. Year six will be concentrating on transition. In addition, we will be spending time on wellbeing,
mental health and personal and social education. Also, the government is encouraging education to take
place outside as much as possible as this reduces transmission rates.

There will be no large gatherings such as assemblies or performances.

Uniform

We expect the children to come to school in their uniform. This builds a sense of security and belonging.

Dropping off/Collecting Children

When bringing children to school and collecting them, start and finish times will be different. This is to
minimise social contact. Only one adult is to bring their child to school. Any children not attending should
not be allowed to run around the playgrounds. Parents and children must social distance and not
congregate around the gate, school doors or on pavements. Adults must take responsibility for this.
Parents are also encouraged to walk and not use public transport.

Practicalities for opening school

Nursery and Reception

These children will come back to school on Monday 8th June. Morning Nursery will come to the nursery
entrance at 08:45am. They will need to be collected at 11.30am. The times are slightly shorter in order
for the nursery to be cleaned. Please use the entrance closest to Howarth Timber.



Afternoon Nursery parents and children will come to the nursery entrance at 12.45pm. They will need to
be collected at 3.15pm. The times are slightly shorter in order for the nursery to be cleaned. Please use
the entrance closest to Howarth Timber.

Nursery children must continue to attend on their normal allocated morning or afternoon session that
they had before the school closed.

Reception children will come to the reception entrance at 09:00am and be collected from that entrance
at 3.00pm. When dropping off and collecting your child, please keep 2 metres away from each other.

School will provide a lunch and snacks, but children should bring their own water bottle that should be
labelled with the child’s name. If children would normally have sandwiches, then they can bring these.
Please do not send your child into school with their school bag.

Year One

These children will come back to school on Monday 8th June. Children should come to the usual KS1
entrance at 09:10am and be collected at 3.10pm.

School will provide a lunch and snacks but children should bring their own water bottle that should be
labelled with the child’s name. If children would normally have sandwiches then they can bring these.

Please stick to the strict drop off and pick up times to avoid congestion and ensure the security of the
school building. When dropping off and collecting your child, please keep 2 metres away from each other.

Please do not send your child into school with their school bag. A clean PE kit should be sent in with your
child and washed again after PE lessons. Your child’s teacher will send the PE kit home after PE lessons so
you are aware of this.

Year Six

These children will come back to school on Monday 8th June. Children should come to the key stage two
playground at 08:50am and go home from the KS2 playground at 3.15pm. The school gate will not be
opened before these times so children need to arrive at the correct time. We would ask that where
possible parents do not come onto the school premises at drop off and pick up times. We know many
children will be gaining their independence in preparation for high school.

School will provide a lunch, at the usual cost, and snacks but children should bring a water bottle.
Children on free school meals will still be entitled to their school meal.

Please do not send your child into school with their school bag. A clean PE kit should be sent in with your
child and washed again after PE lessons. Your child’s teacher will send the PE kit home after PE lessons so

you are aware of this.

Please stick to the strict drop off and pick up times to avoid congestion and ensure the security of the
school building.

Thank you for your continued support during this difficult time.
We look forward to seeing you on Monday 8" June.

Miss Pizuti
Principal
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