Parental right to withdraw their child from part or all of RE

In accordance with the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 section 71, parents
have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of RE and acts of collective
worship on religious grounds. Parents should make their wishes known to the Principal
who will ensure that any pupils who are withdrawn are appropriately supervised while
the act of collective worship / RE lesson takes place. Pupils can be withdrawn wholly or
partly from acts of collective worship only by parents.

Parents wishing to remove their child from religious education or worship at Ashton
West End Primary Academy should initially speak to the Principal who will seek to
explore the reasons for the request and seek to arrive at an agreement. It may be that
only some elements of Religious Education or Worship are objected to.

If pupils are withdrawn from RE, schools have a duty to supervise them, though not to
provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost. Whilst parents or carers have a right
to withdraw children from RE, they should note that children may also encounter
religions and beliefs and wider aspects of faith in other areas of the curriculum from
which there is no right of withdrawal. On occasion, spontaneous questions about
religious matters are raised by pupils or issues related to religion arise in other
curriculum subjects such as history or PSHE. For example: schools promote community
cohesion and help pupils to understand ideas about identity and diversity, feelings and
emotions within both religious and non-religious contexts.



